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CHAP,    to   keep it provisioned  so long as  it  should  remain at

Ormuz, as  Albuquerque had demanded.    At this   reply

AD      Albuquerque was  greatly enraged, and he so frightened

1507. the envoys by his anger that they ultimately conceded all^
his demands. The next day supplies were sent to the fleet
in great quantities, but the following day no more were
sent on board. This, it was speedily ascertained, was due
to the fact that during the night a reinforcement of 10,000
men had arrived in the town from the interior, and the
Moors thought they were now in a position to defy the
Portuguese, and they accordingly assumed a hostile de-
meanour towards them. Albuquerque thereupon ordered
two of his ships to stand in nearer to the shore and to
bombard the town, intending to attack it the next morn-
ing.

The attack was made before daylight, two parties land-
ing simultaneously at opposite ends of the stockade, one
\ led by Albuquerque himself and the other by Francisco
, de Tavora and Affonso Lopes da Costa. The Moors re-
sisted the attack with great obstinacy, but had ultimately
to yield before the persistent assaults of the Portuguese.
The Moors then retired into the town, and the two com-
panies of the Portuguese having united, they formed into
one battalion, and marching to the attack, fell on the
Moors so fiercely that they were speedily driven out of
the town. They then pursued them to some distance
beyond, killing all men, women, and children they came
up with. Upon returning to the town Albuquerque put
to the sword all he found there, irrespective of sex or age,
without giving any quarter. Having secured himself
against a sudden attack by fortifying himself in the
Moors' stockade, he gave permission to his men to'"s$ck
the town. After this a Moor arrived with a white flagT
and asked Albuquerque not to burn the town, which
request he agreed to, provided they sent him 10,000
xerafins of gold before noon next clay. This not being
forthcoming at the appointed hour he had the place set